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This letter is a follow-up to theActon Historic District Commission’s(HDC) earlierLetter of

SupportregardingMorrison Farm,dated21 January2013.

As notedin our earlierletter “therearealwaysparticularaspectsof thesetypesof plansthatneed
furtherdiscussionandagreement....” Sinceour earliercorrespondence,theHDC hasbecome
awareof additionalaspectsof theproposedprojectthat areof concernandwe urgethat the
following issuesbeaddressedbeforeproceedingfurther.Amongthem:

The “MHC Opinion: Eligibility for National Register”concerningthe Forbes-MorrisonFarm
dated1 October2008appearsto be missingfrom the application.The opinionnotesthat:
TheForbes-MorrisonFarmcomprisesoneofthelastintactsiir~i~’ingfarinsteadsinActon withort~qinal
buildings...It is recommendedfor NationalRegisterconsiderationat thelocal Leveltinder Criteria Afor its
associationwith theearlyhistoryofActonandConcord,andCriteria Cfor its historicagricultural
landscape,intactsincethe 17k’ century,andthe well-preservedDepression—periodfarinsteadofhouse,barn
andout buildings.

•Given the aboveopinion,theHDC believesthat it is essentialthat the project proposalretain

the ensembleof a farm- i.e, ahouse,barn,out buildingsandfields/pasturesandretainoriginal
structures.To removean importantelement,suchasthe existingbarn,destroysthis ensemble
andtheessenceof what shouldbepreserved. The HDC urgestheMorrisonFarm
Committeeto find ausefor the existingbarn,anon-publicuseif necessary,suchasstorage.
The HDC alsosuggeststhatthe positionof the overflowparkingandnew Natureand
History Centerbeswitchedallowingthe farmsteadto takeprecedenceover thenew
structure.

•TheHDC notesthat to secureCPCfunding,projectsmustadhereto theSecretaryof the
Interiors Standardsfor the Treatmentof Historic Properties.Underthe four categoriesof
Preserving,Rehabilitating,RestoringandReconstructing,thereis no provisionfor allowing
thetotal demolitionof abuilding suchasthe barn. (The Reconstructioncategoryis for
recreatingtotally missingstructuresbasedon historicalresearchandevidence).

•TheHDC notesthatbarnsareanendangeredbuilding type in Acton, NewEnglandandmost
partsof the country. Barnsplayedacentralrole in Acton’s history.

MassachusettsHistorical Commission(MHC) InventoryFormsappearto bemissingfrom the
application.The (MHC) InventoryFormsrelevantto this proposedprojectare:ACT.O
(Forbes-MorrisonFarm),ACT.929 (RobbinsHouseCellar), andACT.930 (RobbinsAlarm



Stone). The HDC notesthat all of the abovecomponentsof theprojectareeligible for the
National Registerof Historic Placesasnotedin theMHC InventoryFormsandin the 2008
MHC NationalRegisterEligibility Opinion for the farm andtheearlierMHC opinion for
WoodlawnCemetery. Eachcomponentof theprojectneedsto be carefullyandindividually
consideredgiven this statureof eligibility.

We hopetheabovecommentsarehelpful.

Sincerely,

Kathy Acerbo-Bachmann,Chair
Historic District Commission


